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Transition coffee afternoon

A big thank you to our small and friendly team of parents that met with me to talk about transition at Portway Infants. It was great to have parents from reception through to year 2 so we could talk about the transition from nursery to year 3.

We spoke about ‘What is working well’ in school already and ‘Even better if’ scenarios. 
I took all the feedback to our senior leadership team and our schools’ responses to ‘Even better if’ are included in the table below. 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me; it is always great to hear how we can make our school an even better place for our children. I will post a message on dojo in the spring term with another topic for our agenda. Anyone welcome!!

What is working well
· Staff visiting nursery settings
· Meet the teacher for ‘Stay and Play’ in reception
· Common transfer days, where children visit their new classrooms
· Outstanding communication between parents and teachers
· Transition leaflets for parents sharing photos of staff and what to expect in their new class
· Welcome packs for new parents starting school
· Staff visiting children in their nursery settings
· Visits for new parents and children before they start school
· How class dojo was set up and working by day 1 and staff sharing photos showing what the children are learning 
· You Tube videos – tour of the school
· Mrs McSherry showing new parents around the school
· Good communication between teachers and parents (including ability to send a direct message id needed)
· School being flexible, towards individual needs
· Demonstrating a kind and caring environment. Children learning there is more than just being academically able
· Dropping off at new classrooms on the second transition day
· Not informing parents about their new class until the child is aware 
· Placing children together in the lead up to moving classes for activities and playtimes etc
· Visits from the new teachers in Year 3 between transition days and at the end of term
	Even better if…..
	School responses… 

	“Parents meeting the teacher prior starting the new school year”
	We used to have meet the teacher for year 1 and 2 pre covid. So, this is something we can introduce again. Parents meet the teacher on transition days, but it would be good to arrange a visit into school where the teacher can talk about the new school year ahead and what this will involve. 


	“Ensure children have at least one close friend in their new class”

“Children to have more say e.g., nominate 1/2 children to move with”

“Let friendships be the driving force behind allocating classes as well as the children who perhaps are not settled in their current class”
	The decision as to which class the children go into is based upon many factors and staff spend lots of time making this decision. Being with a friend or close friend is obviously an important factor.   
But we also have to take into consideration that although children have best friends, they may not be a positive influence on each other during lesson time. Our ultimate goal is for all children to have the opportunity to learn what we have planned in our curriculum to prepare them for the next year group.


	“Keeping classes, the same throughout the infants through to year 3”
	We have done this before. But, feedback from year 3 parents said that their children found it difficult to make new friends when starting a new school being kept in the same class throughout the infants. 

We take children into our reception cohort from around 18 different pre-school, nursery and childminder settings. Although we try our best to organise classes in reception, we cannot always guarantee we have the dynamics of the class secured until they arrive. 

We also believe from past experiences that children are more resilient to change and making new friendships at an early age. The children play outdoors with each other every day and form friendships from other classes, so it is lovely to see new relationships blossom. 

Again, each year we review the dynamics of the class and make those decisions as a school on what we feel is best for each cohort.


	“Ask year 2 children if they want to stay together for year 3 transition or would they like to move”
	The junior school and infant school have a good transition policy in place. Our transition lead will feedback to the juniors and we can pass this information on for them to consider but it is ultimately a decision for the junior school.


	“Parents to be informed who their next class teacher will be prior to transition day so parents can prepare their child”
	We used to pre-prepare children and parents one week before transition day. However, during the week leading up to transition day children were becoming upset and anxious about the move. They would talk about missing their class teacher and their classroom. It created lots of questions such as “Are the coat pegs going to be the same?”,” Are the toilets different?” “When would I have playtime?”. 

We stopped informing the children after covid and felt, on a whole, it worked better for the children to be told “on the day” as they were able to ask those questions and see first-hand where these things were in the classroom. Teachers could talk about daily routines and practise them straight away. We felt, as a school, the children were happier. 

Teachers do, however, liaise with parents and children if we know certain children would benefit from advanced preparation. Parents are contacted separately if teachers feel their child will struggle with transition on the day. 
  

	“Reading and homework expectations explained at the start of the year for any new parents starting school mid-way through the year or at the start of a new year group” 
	This information is included in the school prospectus which is available on the school website; a link to this is supplied to all new parents with a paper copy available on request. 

We will talk with teachers to ask them to reiterate the expectations and to also include information on our reading reward scheme at the start of each new school year in their welcome leaflet.  We will also provide parents with information on how we praise the children for their efforts. 
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