
 

Portway Infant School  

Progression of skills 

Subject: Religious Education  
 

Skills and knowledge 
 

FS2  Year 1 Year 2 

Understand where 
they belong and why.  
 

Understand places they belong 
and how they know they belong 
there.  

Understand what it means to 
belong to a Christian and Hindu 
faith community.  

Understand what it means to 
belong to a Islamic, Jewish and 
Sikh faith community and how 
this affects the way believers live 
their lives.  

Vocabulary  Respect 
Love 
Care 
Feelings 
Emotions 
Welcome 
Belong 
Belonging 
Special 

Christian 
Religion 
God 
Jesus 
Forgive 
Creation 
Church 
Faith 
special 

Forgiving 
Miracle 
Teaching 
Worship 
Prayers 
Praise 
Exist 
Muslim 
Holy Qu’ran 
Allah 
Muhammed 
Jewish 
Judaism 
Jew 
Mezuah 
Shabbat 
Sukkot 
Prophet 



 

 

Skills and knowledge 
 

FS2  Year 1 Year 2 

Retell religious 

stories. 

Retell religious stories making 

connections with personal 

experiences and identify the 

special people in these stories.  

 

Retell religious stories about 
Christian and Hindu beliefs, 
know the important people in 
these stories and identify issues 
of right and wrong.  

Retell stories from Islam, 
Sikhism and Judaism and 
discuss the people in these 
stories and the lessons they 
teach believers.  

Vocabulary Jesus 
Bible 
Christian 
Faith 
Religion 
God 
Hindu 
Hinduism 

 
 
 

 

Parable 
Forgiving 
Bible 
Holy 
Sacred 
Gods 
Hindu Swastika 
 
 

Forgiving 
Holly Qu’ran 
Parable 
Sacred 
Arabic 
Obey 
Responsibility 
Benefit 
Friendship 
Bless 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Skills and knowledge 
 

FS2 Year 1 Year 2 

Learn about religious 
festivals and 
ceremonies 

Learn about what happens at a 
traditional Christian and Hindu 
festivals and celebrations. 
 

Learn about the significance of 
festivals in Christianity and 
Hinduism and how and why 
these religions celebrate in this 
way. 
 
 

Learn about Islamic, Judaism 
and Sikhism religious festivals 
and why they are celebrated and 
why it matters to believers.  

Vocabulary Special 
Celebrate 
Christmas 
Jesus 
Mary 
Joseph 
Manger 
Bethlehem 
Festival 
Religion 
Diwali 
Hindu 
Mehndi 
Rangoli 
Rama 
Sita 
Diva lamp 

 
 
 

Church 
Baptism 
Christening 
Prayers 
Christianity 
Promises 
Wedding 
Diwali 
Holi 
Rangoli 
Lakshmi 
Holika 
 
 
 

Religion 
Charity 
Festival 
God 
Ramadan 
Fast 
Celebration  
Eid 
Generous 
Spiritual  
Jewish 
Judaism 
Brit bat 
Zeved habat 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Skills and knowledge  FS2  Year 1 Year 2 
Recognising different 
beliefs  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognising that people have 
different beliefs.  

Talk about Christian and Hindu 
beliefs and how this is explored 
in their religion 

Talk about Muslim, Jewish and 
Sikh beliefs and how it affects 
the way religious people live 
their lives.   

Vocabulary Similar 
Different 
Culture 
Religion 
Feelings 
Respect 

faith 

Christian 
Church 
Forgiving 
Teaching 
God 
Jesus 
Worship 
Prayers 
Praise 
Jewish 
Judaism 
Jew 
Mezuzah 
Shabbat 
Special 
creation 

Forgiving 
God 
Worship 
Prayers 
Praise 
Exist 
Muslim 
Holy Qu’ran 
Allah 
Muhammed 
Forgiving 
Spiritual 
Charity 
Believers 
Peace 
responsibility 



 

Skills and knowledge 
 

FS2  Year 1 Year 2 

Understanding the 
importance of 
religious places and 
symbols. 

Talk about places and symbols 
that are special to them and 
know that Christians and Hindus 
have special place and these 
places have significant features.  

Talk about what makes some 
symbols scared and holy in the 
Christian and Hindu religion.  

Talk about what makes some 
symbols scared and holy in the 
Islam, Sikh and Jewish religion 
and why these are important to 
believers.  

Vocabulary Safe  
Special  
Believers  
Religious  
Sacred  
Church  
Temple  

Sacred  
holy  
worship  
artefacts 
signs  
symbols  
church   
altar  
cross 
crucifix 
font 
lectern 
candles  
stations of the cross  
baptismal pool 
pulpit  
lotus flower 
Swastika 
Kalasha 
Trishula 
Murtis 
 

Images 
Symbols 
Holy Qu’ran 
Crescent moon and stars 
Tasbeeh beads 
Prayer beads 
Mosque 
Calligraphy 
Architecture 
Compass 
Headscarf 
Kesh 
Kangha 
Kara 
Kachera 
Kirpan 
Star of David 
Menorah 
Mezuzah 
Kippah 
Torah 
tzitzit (tassels)  



  
 

Skills and knowledge 
 

FS2  Year 1 Year 2 

Learn about the 
importance of sacred 

books.  

Identify a sacred text and talk 

about religious stories and what 

is taught to people through 

these.  

Learn about the sacred books of 
Christianity and Hinduism and 
retell stories from them.  

Learn about the sacred books of 
Islam, Judaism and Sikhism, 
retell stories from them and 
understand how these stories 
influence the way believers live 
their life.  

Vocabulary Jesus  
Bible  
Christians  
Faith  
Religion  
God  
Ramu 
Sita 
Hindu 
 

Christian  
church  
forgiving  
God  
parable  
church  
Jesus  
Bible  
holy  
sacred  
 

God  
sacred  
Muslims  
Holy Qu’ran  
Arabic  
Prophet Mohammed  
Jewish  
Torah  
Tenakh  
scroll  
synagogue  
Hebrew 
Guru Granth Sahib 
Mool Mantra 
 

Words highlighted in blue represent where/which topic these skills are covered within.   

Emily Moore- Religious Education Lead 


