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Transition Policy

Defining the terms
In this policy, transition is described as the movement from one familiar setting to another. At
Portway Infant School, this describes the moves from,

» Early Years Foundation Stage 1 (FS1) to Early Years Foundation Stage 2 (FS2),

» From Early Years Foundation Stage 2 (FS2) to Year 1

e From Year 1to Year 2 and

s From Year 2 to Year 3.
Educational transition is defined as the process of change made by children from one place or
phase of education to another over time.

Aims

At Portway Infant School, our aim is for children to experience smooth transitions throughout their
school life so that the pace and quality of learning is maintained, enabling children to make the
very best possible progress.

We recognise that transition can be a worrying phase for pupils so we aim to provide structured
and planned transitions which will support children in settling into their new learning environments
and enable them to enjoy the new challenges and opportunities that are available to them.

However, change can bring the excitement of new beginnings, the anticipation of meeting new
people and making new friends, and the opportunity to learn new things. There can also be an
element of apprehension of the unknown which can sometimes cause confusion and anxiety.
Transition periods are important for children to build their resilience to change, with the support of
appropriate adults.

Principles that underpin the policy

e Approaches to teaching and learning should be harmonised at the point of transition.

e Styles of teaching and learning should meet the needs of the children.

e There should be a professional regard for the information from the previous setting or
phase and this should be used to inform the planning.

e Children and parents are actively involved in the process and their perceptions and
opinions are explored and valued.

e Adults and children to recognise and agree that both negative and positive feelings are part
of transition and seen as part of life.

Inclusion
e At Portway Infant School we recognise that for some children e.g., children with SEN,
looked after children, children with EAL etc, transition may be a stressful period of time that
can affect their progress. Therefore, we ensure to identify those children requiring special
attention or support whatever their race, colour, gender or beliefs at an early stage and the
receiving teacher is made aware of this.
¢ Rights of the Child underpin our aims, principles and school ethos. Rights associated with
transition are:
o the right to be heard,
o the right to an opinion,
o the right to the best possible health,
o the right to have physical, social and mental needs met,



o the right to education,

o the right for education to develop every child’s personality, talent and abilities to the
full and that education must encourage the, child’s respect for human rights, as well
as respect for their own and, other cultures, and the environment,

o the right to learn and use the language, customs and religion, of their family,

o the right to relax and play,

o the right to be safe.

Continuity of teaching and learning
At Portway Infant School we use the following processes to aid smooth transition to and from our
setting.

Transition from FS1 (Nursery/Preschool) to FS2 (EYFS)

There is a planned programme of familiarisation visits in the summer term where children
meet their new teachers, teaching staff and friends and spend some time with them in their
new classroom. The children will have the opportunity to explore the classroom layout and
resources. Wherever possible teachers and/or teaching staff will visit children in their
current setting. Staff will use this time to get to know the children, find out their interests and
what they already know or can do. Extra visits are arranged for individuals if it is deemed
appropriate e.qg., for pupils with SEND.

Parents and children are invited to attend stay and play sessions where staff can spend
quality time meeting the children and their families during a meeting after school. Parents,
children and staff have the opportunity to talk about school and are available to answer any
questions they have. They receive information about the school, transition arrangements,
phonics, routines and expectations. Guidance is given on how parents can support their
child’s learning. Parents have the opportunity to look around their child’s new classroom,
outdoor learning areas and forest school.

Children are invited to visit their new classrooms and get to know their new teacher and
friends for the half day transition sessions.

Wherever possible, discussions occur between teachers and staff from other settings and
records, including safeguarding information and assessment data, are passed on. We will
share these professional dialogues with all settings.

Staff are proactive in talking to parents about issues that may arise with individual children
and are available before and after school to chat with parents.

The school email address is available on all correspondence. Parents are informed that
they can email school with concerns or queries and they will be dealt with promptly.

Transition from EYFS to Year 1

There is a planned programme of familiarisation visits in the summer term where children
meet their new teachers, teaching staff and friends and spend some time with them in their
new classroom. The children will have the opportunity to explore the classroom layout and
resources and teachers will talk to the children about routines and expectations. If possible,
the teachers will also visit children in their current class. Staff will use this time to get to
know the children, find out their interests and what they already know or can do. Extra visits
are arranged for individuals if it is deemed appropriate e.g., for pupils with Special
Educational Needs.

During the visits the children are introduced to their Autumn term topic and create work for
display in their new classrooms

Information is provided for all parents about transition arrangements, the curriculum,
routines and expectations. Guidance is given on how parents can continue to support their
child’s learning. Parents have the opportunity to look around their child’s new classroom
and talk to the teacher, when they are collecting their children from their new classes on
visit days.

Parents and children are asked to complete a transition form before their child begins Year
1 where they detail what their child is looking forward to and any concerns they may have
about the transition.



During the first half term, the Year 1 curriculum builds on and extends the experiences
children have had in the EYFS.
All children have access/support to follow the Year 1 National Curriculum from entry to Year
1.
EYFS and Year 1 teachers meet to discuss children’s progress and any other information
relevant to the well being and development of the child.
Information passed on includes:
o End of year reports
Phonics assessments
Reading Records and books
Any relevant work books
Documents from class inclusion folders
Safeguarding information will be transferred via CPOMS
Names of Pupil Premium children
List of any interventions/keep up groups that are taking place
o List of children who are expected or emerging
The school email address is available on all correspondence. Parents are informed that
they can email school with concerns or queries and they will be dealt with promptly.
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Transition from Year 1 to Year 2

There is a planned programme of familiarisation visits in the summer term where children
meet their new teachers, teaching staff and friends and spend some time with them in their
new classroom. Staff will use this time to get to know the children, find out their interests
and what they already know or can do. The children will have the opportunity to explore the
classroom layout and resources and teachers will talk to the children about routines and
expectations. Extra visits are arranged for individuals if it is deemed appropriate e.g., for
pupils with Special Educational Needs.
During the visits, the children are introduced to their Autumn term topic and create work for
display in their new classrooms.
Information is provided for all parents about transition arrangements, the curriculum,
routines and expectations. Guidance is given on how parents can continue to support their
child’'s learning. Parents have the opportunity to look around their child’s new classroom
and talk to the teacher, when they are collecting their children from their new classes on
visit days.
Year 1 and 2 teachers meet to discuss children’s progress and any other information
relevant to the well being and development of the child.
Information passed on includes:

o Reading Records and books
Phonics trackers and phonics screening results
Any relevant work books
Documents from class inclusion folders
Safeguarding information will be passed transferred via CPOMS
Sonar information
Names of Pupil Premium children
List of any interventions/ booster groups completed
The school email address is available on all correspondence. Parents are informed that
they can email school with concerns or queries and they will be dealt with promptly.
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Transition from Key Stage 1 (KS1) to Key Stage 2 (KS2) known as Year 2 to Year 3

In the summer term, there is a planned programme of familiarisation visits as directed by
Derby City Council where the children transferring to their next setting have visits that
include lunch

Children and parents attend an evening meeting at Portway Junior School

Teachers at the next setting are invited to the infant school to meet their new class

Extra visits are arranged for individuals if it is deemed appropriate e.g., for pupils with
SEND.



e Year 2 children are invited to watch shows at Portway Junior School on occasions
throughout the year.

e Portway Infants School Learning Mentor, SENDCO and Year 2 teachers are available to
meet to discuss children’s progress and any other information relevant to the wellbeing and
development of the child with the relevant staff at the next setting.

e Portway Junior School head to lead an assembly on what it's like to be a junior school pupil.

e Information passed onto Year 3 teachers includes,

o Phonics screening results and levels in reading, writing and maths

o Discussion around the class as a whole as well as individual children, where
appropriate and necessary

o Documents from class inclusion folders.

o Safeguarding records via CPOMS

The school email address is available on all correspondence. Parents are informed that

they can email school with concerns or queries and they will be dealt with promptly.

Children joining the school as an “in year” transfer
e Individual tours are offered to all incoming parents and children
» Parents are signposted to the online school prospectus.

e Records from the previous setting are made available to the class teacher when
possible so the new child can be quickly assessed
e A ‘buddy’ is identified to help the new child to integrate
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